
Plastic Bottle Recycling
Plastic Bottle Recycling 101

Many of the things we use every day are made from
many different types of plastic. But more than 95
percent of all plastic bottles we use are made from
two types of plastic: either PET        (like soft drink
and water bottles) or HDPE        (milk containers). All
plastic bottles are recyclable, but you need to check
to see what types are recycled in your community.
Most communities collect PET       and HDPE
plastic. Look for the numbered code on the bottom of
the container to see what type of plastic it is. Refer to
the chart on the back of this sheet to learn more
about plastics. Bottles of all sizes can be recycled.
Remember it’s important to recycle those individual
beverage bottles (12-, 16-, and 20-ounce) that you
buy at convenience stores.

How to Recycle Plastic Bottles

● Take off the cap and properly discard it.

● Rinse and flatten to eliminate contamination and
save space in your bin.

● Recycle by putting it in you recycling bin or taking
it to a recycling center.

Buy recycled plastic, too.

Many things can be made from recycled plastic.

Recycled PET bottles can be made into:

● polyester carpet;

● T-shirts and sweaters; and

● Fiberfill for sleeping bags and winter coats.

HDPE bottles can be made into:

● landscape products;

● garden furniture; and

● playground equipment.

S.C. Partnership on Plastics
Recycling

The S.C. Partnership on Plastics Recycling was
formed in 1998 to develop education and awareness
efforts, improve markets for recovered materials and
help build the infrastructure necessary to efficiently
collect a wide variety of plastics.

Projects have included the development of a 15-
second public service announcement for television
and a plastics recycling poster for schools as well as
sponsoring America Recycles Day statewide
newspaper inserts and efforts to improve reporting
from local governments and assisting with a
statewide recycling survey.

Members include the S.C. Department of Health and
Environmental Control’s Office of Solid Waste
Reduction and Recycling, the Recycling Market
Development Advisory Council, the S.C. Energy
Office, the U.S. Postal Service (Greater S.C. Cluster),
the S.C. Soft Drink Association, the American
Plastics Council, the National Association for PET
Container Resources, the University of South
Carolina and Wellman, Inc.

For more information on the partnership’s activities,
call 1-800-768-7348.



Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling

1-800-768-7348
www.scdhec.net/recycle

DHEC’s Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling FYIs provide general information on environmental topics. Readers are encouraged to
reproduce this material. For more information about solid waste issues, please call 1-800-768-7348 or visit our Web site at www.scdhec.net/
recycle. Please send written correspondence to: DHEC’s Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling, 2600 Bull Street, Columbia, SC
29201.
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For more information about plastics recycling, call DHEC’s Office of Solid Waste
Reduction and Recycling at 1-800-768-7348.


